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NATURAL SKTTIN3. (POcahontae County ) 


-- ■ * ^ ' 


Part 1 


Roaeoo T,Brown 

Sept-2/ -19*0 


Arbo val e '.V VAT 


/ J 


m»c B) 


Kron the ciund point of climate Pocahontas might be divided in two parte 
, that io, highlands and valleye or lowlands. Being a vary mountainous country 


with high elevations and locatedon the western side of the main Alleghenies, 

I 

it if subject to severe wintwre. the valleys , however , being protected on 


eithtr 


ide f hve less severe winters. IDur&ugltfce,summer months the weather 


ir ideal seldom averaging over 70 degrees Fahrenheit during July the warmest 
so nth of the year. 
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■V < 
* . 


recsuBe of the wide range in elevation and the varied directions at 
=h the mountains and- valleye lie, climatic differences within the uounty 


are great. Through the western and aothern parts, the winters are cold, arid the 


a r. a 


the summers are cool with relatively few hot days; the lower Greenbrier 


river Valley and the ridge and Valley country to the east have less severe * 

and considerably higher summer temperatures, with a few exceptions 
:h* nights are cool and ideal for sleeping. 


miners 


ew places as 




The results of killing frosts have beenb observed in a f 

1 

« June 20, and coneiderable frost damage to tender vegetation 
teermd erien in July and August. Fgg along the large streams 
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i' v f 
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.Ulns end fall ,ft.n prevent, th. sever, fr.et deasre th.t 
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prevai ing air currents and their modification 


variation of «e much ae lo degrees 
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* o r 


»o miIon. 


The Climate of Pocahontas County 
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Since the virgin fore 


, nm^tically alLtaken out of Pocahon^ftft 

c.t timber is practicaxxy 


County ,the winde ha»e become 


etronger ; the air tends to move lengthwise of the 


lone 


valley Of the Greenbrier River , and the wind 


rmal 


of the country bo 


Tindf in 


general bio. harder at high altitudee . at night, and in the winter time. 


f 


commem 


in Pocahontas Gounty and very .few wind st 


? i o rr< s 


e-o 


and floods that are out of the ordinary. 

A* 

According to the Weather Bureau station at Mariinton, situated at e 

tion of 2131 feet, the annual ( average) rainfall is 47.26 inches, 


* 

with average depth of snow 33*7 inches, and the mean temperature id 48*1 F Degrees 
This, however, iB not representative of conditions in the plateau sections of the 
r.crth-eastern part of the County. The Pickens station in rtandolph County* is more 


% ■, i ■ 

::il csti ve 


of the north-eastern part of Pocahontas bounty, it shows an average 


annual rainfall of more than 60 inches and a snowfall of 100 inches. 

m 

Ihe rainfall is well distributed through the year • It is greates during the 


V ft fc *■ 


L 


Ejrrer.when needed for growing cropsand pasture 

f 


( 


V 

wa 


• heavieBt Enow fal1 usually in January and February. 


- r. e a 


verage frost-free period reported at Mariinton, ie 4 months, between 


ar.4 Cctoberlet The last killine f™ r+ j T . „ . 

. A Ain £ i rosx reportea was June 17 th 


and the earliest 


t * 
r 


0 


* * Cifttfif art- quoted from th 


e Soil Survey of Focahontas County 


t It 
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« r' 




teen a 


common saying and belief,by the o 



farmers of Pocahottas 




ft t: 


* 1 will kill the! 


r buck "»h®ttt or injure it to the extent 


1** * 


% * 


it ,1-ifcj r etrevw 


not much r.rairu 









lerally the cnowe 


i'heart fountains; The 


are ve*y heavy on the Allegheny mountains, the Back Allegheny 

Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike crosses the Allegheny 


stair., between Monterey Virginia , and Travel.ra Rapaaa , and craa.ea the 
k Allegheny and cheat fountain between Durbin and Huttonevilla of Randolph 
nty, these points where the Pike crosee the mountains which is at an elevutic 

I '■ . •' | & J r 

approximately 4C00 feet will drift full of snow , and untilrecent years the 
ffic and U,S.Mails would be held up for several jreeks on account of the heavy 


f t i r*g 


snows . In the olden times when the traffic and transportation was done 


the horse and buggy , and the four and six horse wagons were common to the 
7le of Pocahontas Countytraffic would be blocked by the snow drifts on the 
=*rher.y mountain, and the Cheat mountain the greater part of the wintwr time. 

pi 

*1r 

rut of Eecent tices when the State Road Commission is equipped with the 
era enow plows , and by the construction of thejnodern-Bnew-fences, along the 

t 

•-icr.8 that are apt to drift up, the roads are thereby kept free from the 

w drifts , and every day that it snows } the snow plows are kept running both 
and night to keep the roads open for the public in genual.' 


✓ 


f 

w 


cnce a year during the wintwr month 


1 


there will be heaw sleet which 


iy wil., ctnp 


the trafic , but not longer than one or two days at a time 


• other weather conditions that are out of th 


* jj } * 4 |* w 

WSfWW w vwl 


of ehifting the County s 


e ordinarj' are perceptible 


economic welfare. 
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... . 1 . f* c t that eince the Virgin forest 
Tt appears to be an authentic fact xr 


of 


V7h 


Pocahonxae - 

tre „., that the early hilling free* end the late hilling fre.t ar. not 
a, prevalent . Late hilling froete in the epring and early hilling froete 
in the fall made farming a precarious source subsistence to early settlers. 

As late as 1810, the fact that corn would ripen on Marlins Bottom 

* ifc • 

( now Marlinton ) sufficiently to make meal was of great interest to the 
unding settlers . Cultivating patches of buckwheat , corn, beans, and 

t 

potatoes comprised moet cf the pioneer faming enterprise for supplementing 
supplies of game and fish. 

The staple agricultural products are corn, oats,wheat,hay, potatoes 


apples, peaches, grapes, and rye, in their approximate order noned. 


eftiil 


crop. Soy-Beane have proven to be a successful crop 
experimented with in the last few years by the fanners 


And Barley has been 
and J?tvd it to be a 


splendid paying crop. 


ft 


Sv’eet potatoes , Watennellons , Peanuts, 


conditions* 


been abandoned on the account of climatic 

No industries of any nature have been established 
that have been proven to be unsuitable 


have been tried out, 'but have 


in Pocahontas County 
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par* yeans 


Tht Co 


facte can beet be gained by examining the records of 
unty ie particularly fortunate in having ® public* 


the 


h 


spirited man in the pereon of Ur H.S.Sutton of Arbovale wo hae kept the 
Cooperative Obeervere Meterological record partbetly since the year of 1924 
ic August 1940 and hae never missed a day in the period of 16 years . 

The public-spirited citizen Mr, S.L.Brown who was County Clerk 

about -10 years, kept practically a complete record of rainfall, snowfall, 

zt f3 

and temperature ,from 1$ 93 to 1927 • at K arlinton« 










Monthly, Annual, and Mean Snowfall in Inchea at 

Marl inton. S.L. Brown, Obeervor. 
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1918 
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6 . a 

6.50 

: 4.38 
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5.18 
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Hoflthly and Annual Precipitation In Inches at 
from 1924 to August 1940 no days missing. 

H.S.Sutton Observer, 


Arbo val e 
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